
Project Name: The Pesticite

Issue definition and why the issue was selected. *

Pesticides run-off occurs when it rains and pesticides are washed from the plants they
are meant to protect. These pesticides can cause a lot of harm to our community.
Although people like to use them because they prevent bugs from damaging plants in
yards and crops in the fields, the toxins can contaminate the environment including our
water supply. There is a lack of awareness by the public about the extent to which
pesticides can contaminate our environment. We chose this issue because we felt we
could effectively raise awareness and maybe even decrease the use of pesticides as a
result. Living near the Chesapeake Bay, we need to be mindful of the harmful effects
that pesticide runoff can have on our waterways.

Explanation of why addressing the issue matters to the community and the community
stakeholders, including what policy or practice is being addressed. *

Solving the problem of pesticide runoff matters to our community because anyone who
is ingesting water from this area can be drinking or cooking with water that is
contaminated by pesticides. Also, local sea life that is sold commercially can make its
way to the plates of community members. This has a substantial impact on the health
of our community.

We want to increase awareness around the issue of pesticide use and runoff. We want
to change people’s practice of using pesticides. We believe that if people know the
harmful effects and how they can impact the food chain, people may change their
practices.

State the goal of the action project;

The goal of the project is to increase awareness in the community about pesticide
runoff and viable alternatives. We want to reduce the amount of pesticides that are used
in Montgomery County (and hopefully all of Maryland) and endorse the use of any
alternatives, such as planting allium species (onions, etc.), which repel aphids and slugs,
two crop-eating creatures that pesticides usually target.



Describe the action project:

We are developing a website to share with the public. This website includes information
about the laws regarding pesticide use in Maryland, the type of pesticides used, how
much is used in which areas (i.e. farming vs spraying yards for mosquitoes), and the
down-stream harmful effects when pesticides get into our water supply. We also will
include a transcript from an interview with a representative from the EPA who works in
pesticide control. We also have a community forum on the website dedicated to
conversations and discussions about pesticides and alternatives.
Here is the link to our website:
https://1907173.wixsite.com/pesticides--harmful

We are advertising this site through posters in our school, announcements that go out
to parents, and press releases that we will share with news outlets.

State the outcome or impact of the action project:

This project will make our community aware of the effects of pesticides and of safer
alternatives. Our project will encourage people that use pesticides to take a step in the
direction of helping us and our environment. It will help decrease the amount of
contamination that is caused by pesticide runoff and help the lives of plants, animals,
and humans that are hurt by pesticides.

Provide information on how this will be sustained

The website’s sustainability depends on cost and attention. There is minimal cost
associated with managing the website, so this is very sustainable. Keeping the site
up-to-date will require more resources, namely personal attention. We will continue to
monitor and edit the website as we continue in middle school. We will take turns
responding to questions that arise in the community forum on a weekly basis. We will
also check for any changes in the laws and update the site accordingly. We are hoping
that the buzz created early on as the website goes live will continue, and more people
will be exposed to the information over time.

https://1907173.wixsite.com/pesticides--harmful

