
Native Perennial Garden
We hope and plan to create, maintain, renovate, and expand our native perennial

gardens at RCMS. We also plan to educate others about the native plants and inform them
about the benefits of plants,
their habitat, and what animals
depend on them.

Our proposed plan is to
create a new garden at Rachel
Carson Middleschool that will
consist of perennial plants
native to northern virginia, we
will provide signs for each plant
with scannable qr codes with
information about the plant,
bloom times, benefits, animals
that rely on it ect.. We will also maintain and renovate the existing perennial garden in the
RCMS courtyard. We hope that by cleaning out invasive plants and adding plant tags or
scan-able information, we can educate students about the native perennial plants at RCMS.

We live in the Horse Pen Creek watershed and the bigger watershed that we live in is
Chesapeake bay watershed. Our solutions are to expand on our current gardens and create new
ones. Native perennial gardens are extremely helpful. Native plants are easier to take care of
and can grow without much help from humans. If they’re also perennial plants then they live
for three or more growing seasons and we don’t have to replant them as they grow back from
the roots that go dormant in the winter. �ey reduce �looding and polluted stormwater runo�f.
�ey also help the local ecosystem and prevent erosion.

�e Chesapeake Bay is dealing with polluted stormwater runo�f.  Stormwater runo�f is
caused by rain and snowmelt that �lows over land. �e stormwater is extremely harmful to the
environment. It kills fish, pollutes swimming areas, erodes streams, �loods homes, and more.
Stormwater runo�f is caused by rain and snowmelt that �lows over land. If we don’t do anything



about this, stormwater runo�f can unnecessarily kill and destroy lives and the environment.

We have native perennial gardens at rachel carson middle school, however they are in a
crowded courtyard surrounded by walls all around so it will be hard for animals to access and
many students usually don’t go there. As well as being invaded by weeds and litter. Our plan is
to add another renovated perennial garden consisting of plants native to northern virginia and
educational metal plant labels .

Native perennial gardens help our watershed because they’ve become accustomed to
the local area and conditions so they require less work to thrive unlike non-native perennial
plants. �ey help increase the soil’s capacity to store water and, in turn, help reduce �looding
and polluted stormwater runo�f. Native plants also help prevent erosion and preserve the local
ecosystems.

We’re going to help our watershed by planting more native plants and adding even more
gardens at the school. We also plan to educate other students about the importance of native
plants at school so they can be more aware and also inform others about it. When more people
are informed, there’s going to be more people making an e�fort to help out our watershed.

�is project will require multiple people to help us. Native perennial gardens require a
lot of di�ferent native plants to help our environment. To plant these we will need help. �e
majority of our school will be a�fected by this because studies show that these plants have
calming and stress relieving e�fects.

Our project would meet 3/17 United Nations sustainable development goals. Goal 4:
Quality Education, because we would include educational signs with information about each
plant and their benefits. As Well as improving student life at Rachel Carson Middle School by
making the courtyard look better with new plants and a renovated perennial garden. Goal 13:
Climate Action, because the plants would help absorb CO2 in the atmosphere. And finally Goal
15: Life on Land, as the plants would provide shelter and food for native animals in the area.

We live in the Horse Pen Creek watershed and the  Chesapeake Bay watershed. We’re
going to help our watershed by planting new gardens and expanding on our current ones at the
school. We also plan to educate other students about the importance of native plants at school



so they can be more aware and also inform others about it. �ese gardens are extremely helpful
as native plants are easier to take care of and can grow without much help from humans. Native
perennial gardens help reduce �looding and polluted stormwater runo�f while also helping the
local ecosystem. �e environment benefits greatly from the reduction of stormwater and
�looding as they kill fish, pollute swimming areas, erode streams, and etc. �is project will
require multiple people as the gardens will need several distinct plants and we’ll need people
helping. Our project would meet 3 United Nations sustainable development goals, Goal 4:
Quality Education Goal 13: Climate Action, and Goal 15: Life on Land. We hope you’ll support
our project.



BUDGET

Item Cost / Item Number of
Items

Total Project
Cost

Income/Revenue
Donated

Total Cash
Still Needed

Northern
Columbine

$4.98 5 $25.00 $25.00

BUTTONBUSH $4.99 2 $10.00 $10.00

Virginia Iris $2.49 6 $15.00 $15.00

Pennsylvania
sedge

$1.99 3 $6.00 $6.00

Blue & red
Lobelia

$2.49 4 $10 $10

Snowdrops 13.27 2 $27 $27

Liatris $2.49 2 $5 $5

Phlox divaricata $7.99 2 $16 $16

Sedum ternatum $6.00 2 $12 $12

Sedum nevii $6.00 2 $12.00 $12.00 $0.00

Blue False Indigo $6.00 2 $12 $12

Shovels $4 each 3 $12 $12.00 $0.00

Lilium superbum $7.47 3 $23 $23

Metal plant
labels

$1 50 $50 $50

TOTAL $24.00 $186.25
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